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THINGS YOU CANNOT THROW AWAY! 


The Massachusetts Solid Waste Regulations, 310 CMR 19.00, list several items that have been banned from 
disposal in landfills. The following table provides information on the materials that have been restricted from 
disposal. 


Restricted Material Effective Date of Restriction 


Lead batteries December 31, 1990 
Leaves December 31, 1991 
Tires December 31, 1991 
White Goods (large household appliances) December 31, 1991 
Other Yard Waste December 31, 1992 
Aluminum Containers December 31, 1992 
Metal or Glass Containers December 31, 1992 
Single Polymer Plastics December 31, 1994 
Recyclable Paper December 31, 1994 
Cathode Ray Tubes (in computer monitors and TV screens) April 1, 2000 


In addition to the items listed above, hazardous waste must be taken off site by an authorized contractor and 
brought to a licensed disposal facility. Another category of waste that must be disposed of as hazardous waste 
or recycled is Universal Waste. Universal waste includes: batteries, pesticides, thermostats, mercury- 
containing devices and mercury-containing lamps (see definitions on page 2). These types of waste must be 
managed in accordance with the universal waste requirements found in 310 CMR 30.1000. Some of the 


specific requirements include storage, labeling and accumulation time. If you need additional information, 
please contact Jenna Newcombe in the Environmental Management Unit at (617) 568-3544. 


EMS: DEVELOPING A POLICY 


An environmental management system (EMS) can 
be developed based on_ several _ different 
mechanisms that are available. One tool that can 
be used to establish an EMS is the ISO 14001 
standard. This is an international standard that has 
been developed to provide a framework for an 
EMS. The first step in developing an EMS, whether 
ISO 14001 is used or not, is to adopt an 
environmental policy. 


In accordance with the ISO 14001 standard an 
environmental policy must meet several criteria. 
These criteria state that the policy must: be 
appropriate to the organizations environmental 
impacts of its activities, products or services; 
include a commitment to pollution prevention; 
include a commitment to comply with applicable 
laws and regulations; set the framework for setting 
continued on page 2 





$ : Massport Develops 


Tank Checklists 


©, _~ \nan ongoing effort to develop 
systems to assist with overall 
environmental compliance 
and to fit in with the EMS development, Massport 
has developed a series of checklists for tank 
management. The checklists are designed to 
assist with overall operations and maintenance 
requirements associated with aboveground and 
underground storage tanks. 


The checklists prompt the user to verify items such 
as: tank and piping condition; evidence of spills and 
leaks; containment and foundation; leak detection 
and inventory control methods. Massport facilities 
and tenants can request copies of these checklists 
from Erik Bankey of the Environmental 
Management Unit at (617) 568-3514. 


City of Philadelphia Pays 


The United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has 
fined the City of Philadelphia 
$100,000 to settle allegations of 
mishandled waste management 
at Philadelphia’s _ International 
Airport. The EPA says that the 
airport failed to keep hazardous 
waste containers closed while in 
storage, properly label 
containers, perform required 
hazardous waste inspections and 
determinations, train employees, 
designate an emergency coordi- 
nator and comply with record 
keeping and reporting rules. In 
addition to paying the fine the 
city will conduct a two-year audit 
of hazardous waste at the airport 
and at Philadelphia’s Northeast 
Airport. 

Excerpted from Aviation Week, May 30, 200C 





EMS continued from page 1 


environmental objectives and 
targets; be documented, 
implemented, maintained and 
communicated to all 
employees; and be available to 
the public. Massport is in the 
process of developing an 
Authority-wide = Environmental 
Management Policy that will be 
the backbone of our EMS. 
Look for the policy to be 
distributed soon. 


In the next issue EMS Planning 
will be discussed. 


EnviroQuestion 

What U.S. President’s term is 
considered by environmentalists to 
be the “Golden Age of 
Conservatism’? 

Answer in the next issue. 


Quarter IT Question: 

Approximately how many tons of 
solid waste do Americans generate 
per year? Do you know how many 
pounds per person per day? 

Answer: 208 million tons per year 
and 4.3 pounds per person per day 





UNIVERSAL WASTE 
DEFINITIONS 


Battery: a device consisting of 
one or more _ electrically 
connected electrochemical cells 
which is designed to receive, 
store and deliver _ electric 
energy. 


Mercury-containing device: any 
electrical product (excluding 
batteries, lamps and 
thermostats) which contains 
elemental mercury that is 
necessary for its operation and 
is housed within an outer metal 
glass or plastic casing. 


Mercury-containing 
lamp: any bulo or || : ff 
tube portion of an 
electric lighting 
device specifically 
designed to produce 





radiant energy, 
including but not 5 
limited to incandescent, 


fluorescent, high __ intensity 
discharge, and neon lamps in 
which mercury is purposely 
introduced by the manufacturer 
for the operation of the lamp. 


Pesticide: a substance or 
mixture of substances intended 
for preventing, destroying, 
repelling or mitigating any pest, 
and any substance or mixture 
of substances intended for use 
as a plant regulator, defoliant, 
or desiccant. 


Thermostat: a_ temperature 
control device that contains 
metallic mercury in an ampoule 
attached to a bimetal sensing 
element. 


Definitions taken from 310 CMR 
30.1010. Note: Not all 
batteries, pesticides, and lamps 
are hazardous wastes, and 
therefore they do not all qualify 
as universal wastes; such 
wastes may _ instead’ be 
managed as_ non-hazardous 
solid wastes. 


DID YOU KNOW? 
The Massachusetts Low Emission 


Vehicle law, enacted in 1990, requires 
that all new passenger vehicles sold and 


registered in Massachusetts meet 
California motor vehicle emission 
Standards. California has the toughest 
requirements in the country. 





THE ENVIRONMENT 
AND YOU 


Protecting Wetlands in 
Massachusetts 


What are wetlands? They can 
include marshes, wet mead- 
ows, bogs and swamps. There 
are both coastal and inland 
wetlands. Coastal wetlands are 
directly adjacent to the ocean, 
while inland wetlands are areas 
where water is at or just below 
the surface of the ground. 
Inland wetlands can appear to 
be dry during some seasons, 


The Massachusetts Wetlands 
Protection Act protects 
wetlands and_ the _ public 
interests they serve. These 
public interests include flood 
control, prevention of pollution, 
prevention of storm damage, 
protection of public and private 
drinking water supplies, 
groundwater supply, fisheries, 
land containing shellfish and 
wildlife habitat. 


A  community’s conservation 
commission administers the 
Wetlands Protection Act and 
reviews proposed projects. The 
conservation commission 
ensures that the proposed 
activities will not alter the 
resource areas by reviewing 
each project on a case-by-case 
basis according regulations. 


If your home is located near a 
wetland area contact your 
conservation commission 
before you do any work that 
could affect the wetlands. 


